Effect of chemotherapy on taste sensation in patients with disseminated malignant melanoma.
The effect of combination chemotherapy (bleomycin, actinomycin D, vindesine and DTIC) on taste sensation in patients with malignant melanoma was evaluated. Five concentrations of 4 basic tastes (sweet, bitter, sour and salt) were tested. Lowest concentrations of all tastes were subjectively rated more intense after chemotherapy than before. This change was significant for sweet, sour and salt. The highest concentration of sweet was rated significantly less intense following chemotherapy. The discrimination between highest and lowest concentration was diminished for sweet, sour and bitter and marginally for salt. The changes in taste sensation following chemotherapy could attribute to anorexia in cancer patients treated with cytostatic agents.